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Speech of Malalai Joya after receiving Anna Politkovskaya Courage 

Award 

London, October 6, 2008 

 

Dear Friends, 

 

I am immensely grateful to be honored with this prestigious award. This award means a 

lot to me as it links me to Anna Politkovskaya, the extra-ordinary woman who sacrificed 

her life for telling the truth. Her perseverance, bravery and dedication for justice inspires 

me and many other around the world. For me, Anna is a true symbol of a heroic struggle 

in the path of freedom and democracy and against oppressive regimes. 

 

I am pleased to receive the award on the behalf of the suffering Afghan women and 

men. It has a tremendously high moral value to me and puts extra responsibilities and 

obligations on my shoulders to fight against injustices and brutal fundamentalists in my 

country.  

 

I am also very thankful to RAW in WAR and for inviting and honoring me in such an 

important event to gave me the chance to talk about my war-torn country and its 

oppressed people. This award and your sisterly encouragement empowers me and gives 

me a beam of hope, to fight for telling the truth with extra strength and volume and fight 

for justice and peace in my crying Afghanistan with more determination and resolution. 

 

Respected Friends, 

 

I belong to a land of tragedies which has been a playground for world powers in the past 

25 years, and Afghan people, especially women have been the prime victims throughout 

these bloody years. 

 

After 9/11, the Bush administration invaded Afghanistan to topple the Taliban, and a ray 

of hope was alight in the hearts of our people to breath in peace, but the hope was 

anguished when the US and allies fabricated the Northern Alliance warlords with the 

mask of democracy and brought them to power, the same bands which were installed as 

policy-makers few years back titled "the bandit gangs" by UN especial envoy Mahmoud 

Mestri.  
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It is due to the wrong policies of the US government and allies that unfortunately 

today’s Afghanistan is a mafia-state and ranked in top most unstable countries in the 

world. From one hand the fascist Taliban are crushing our people and from another end 

the US is imposing pro-US fundamentalist bands on Afghan people who have a high-

peaked history full of crimes and atrocities against our defenseless people. 

 

Today the US/NATO are playing with the destiny of our people, they are supporting the 

most brutal and infamous elements and groups in Afghanistan, while under the name of 

“war on terror” are killing innocent civilians during their operations on daily basis. 

 

I think that no nation can donate liberation to another nation. Liberation should be 

achieved in a country by the people themselves, and our people can fight the medieval 

Taliban and their Jehadi brothers-in-creed if they are not supported and armed by those 

countries who shamelessly try to portray themselves as friends. 

 

Women's rights situation is as catastrophic as it was under the Taliban. Suffice to say 

that in the first six month of 2008 alone 47 women have committed self-immolation in 

Herat province of Afghanistan and 12 cases of gang-rape of young girls by warlords in 

the Northern provinces have been reported by media. Unfortunately the true picture of 

the horrible sufferings of Afghan people and especially its forgotten women are not 

reflected in the world media, the main-stream world media sells lies under the name of 

truth. Truth is always suppressed and threatened. We need an Anna in Afghanistan to 

bring the truth in the face of the world and expose the brutalities going on in my 

wounded Afghanistan. 

 

I’ve vowed to fight for justice and voicing the truth even if it requires me to risk my life. 

I’ve been threatened to death, I’ve survived a number of assassination attempts and 

every effort are made to silent me, but nothing can stop me from my struggle for 

freedom and democracy. My blood is not thicker than the blood of great women like 

Anna in Russia and Meena in Afghanistan and others who lost their lives but never 

lowered the banner of freedom. One day the criminal fundamentalists may pull the 

trigger as they have the power and support of the US government, but they can never 

silence my voice and hide the truth. 
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I am honored that my voice has become the voice of my oppressed and unfortunate 

people and they are supporting me. By awarding me today you acknowledge my fight 

against fundamentalism and occupation and for democracy, so in return I announce from 

your tribune that I will not stop for a moment from telling the truth in the face of death 

threats and intimidations.  

 

I believe, as Martin Luther King said: “Unarmed truth and unconditional love will 

have the final word in reality. This is why right, temporarily defeated, is stronger 

than evil triumphant.” 

 

Heartfelt thanks once again for giving me this meaningful award and my tributes to 

Anna and the followers of her noble cause. 

 

Thank you 

 

Malalai Joya 

http://www.malalaijoya.com 

 


